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PREFACE

The highly successful and comprehensive Encyclopedic dictionary of psychology
included a dozen psychological specialities. The editors have selected, updated
and supplemented material from the original dictionary to provide in this and
similar volumes a compact but compendious coverage of the most widely studied
of these specialities. In preparing the independent dictionaries we have had in
mind the needs of both students and practitioners in many branches of
psychology and allied fields. In addition to this volume which concentrates on
ethology and animal learning, three further volumes cover physiological and
clinical psychology, personality and social psychology, and developmental and
educational psychology.

The selected articles have been brought up to date, and the bibliographies
have been revised to include the most recent publications. Many new entries
have been added to fill the inevitable gaps of the first edition. The number of
biographies of great psychologists has been increased to help to bring the
research process and its scientific findings to life.

Psychology has developed within several different conceptual frameworks,
often treating the same subject matter with very different assumptions and
methods. We have tried, we hope without being uncritically eclectic, to reflect a
wide range of approaches to human thought and behavior, including those
popular in academic, applied and clinical branches of psychology.

Rom Harré and Roger Lamb
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